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Dan Watkins

Where There’'s a Willis

TEAM
SPIRIT

N 2003, legisla-

tion passed mak-

ingiteasierfor
Massachusettsfarmsto
createliquorfrom their
crops.Inspired by the
decree, brothers Will
and Dave Willisdecided
topursueadreamen-
gendered bythelawless
historyintheirbase-
ment—during Prohibi-
tion, theirfamily’s
Sherbornfarmwasa
bootlegging store-
house. Now, withtheir
new Bully Beydistillery
inRoxbury, the Willis
brothersare bottling
spiritslike agedrumand
whitewhiskey. Their
effortshitshelvesjust
lastmonth, but plansare
takingshapefor new

‘products,likeapplejack,

thatmakeuseofthe
land. “Small farmsin
Massachusettsaren't
profitable right now,”
says Dave Willis. “Tt’s
nicetofind waystomake
thoseold farmsuseful
again.” NICKALTSCHULLER




